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Divine Authority 
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HOLY SCRIPTURES 


Aſlerted in 
Two Discoursts: 


The former ſhewing 


The Nature and Extent of the Inſpiration 
vouchſaf't by the Holy Ghoſt to the Penmen 
of the Scriptures, and the diſtint ſhare of |. 
each therein. 


The latter ſhewing the Divine Authority of 
the Vowels and Accents in the Hebrew Text; 
by new and intrinſick Arguments: in a Dif 
courſe concerning the Diviſion of the Bible 
into Chapters and Verſes. 


\ To which is added, 


| A Diſcourſe concerning the Teſtimony of the 
Y Spirit on Row. 8. 16. [ 
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THE 


PREFACE. 


H 4 T. Aſſaults have bin 
made of late Years upon 
the Divine Authority of 


the Holy Scriptures, 1s not unknown to 
thoſe that think it their concern to attend 
unto ſuch matters. This was done more 


cloſely and covertly divers Years ago by 


F. Simon in hi Critical Hiſtory of the 
Old Teſtament : Tr reference to which, 


that very Learned and Tudicious Divie 
Mr. W. Lorimer, hath tranſlated and 


publiſht, A Vindication of the five 


Books of Moſes, with an Appendix of 
bis own, in Anſwer to F. Simon s Ex- 
ceptions. A more open Attack, was made 
upon it by the Author of the hve Let- 


ters : Theſe were firſt anſwer d among 
A Hs 
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- The Preface. 


us by Mr. Louth, an ingenious Member 
of the famous Univerſity of Oxtord. 7 
was much pleas d with the Candour of a 
paſſage in his Preface : In the laſt 
place, ſaith he, I mult defire of thoſe, 
who think I have not carried the In- 
ſpiration of the Scriptures fo high as 
1 ought, not to be angry with me, 
or uncharitably to os” me, as if 
I defign'd to betray the Cauſe which 
I pretend to maintain 5 bur if they 
are not ſatished with my performance, 
to undertake the Argument them- 
ſelves, and do Juſtice to ſo good a 


Cauſe : I aſſure them, I ſhall heartily 


wiſh 'em Succeſs in their Undertaking, 
and ſhall be glad it my Arguments 
appear weak, becauſe their's are 
ſtronger : for I can do nothing againſ# 
the Truth, but for the Truth, p. 16. 
After hm comes My. La Mothe, who 
takes no:ice of that paſſage, and makes 
uſe of it as an Invitation to his Underta- 
king : and withal adds, It my Example 
thould excite fome others---to write 


a 


The Preface. 


upon the ſame Subject, the Publick 
will be obligd to me for it. Dr that 
Diſcourſe of his, he hath fully and ſa- 
tfaforily Vindicated the Divine Inſpi- 
ration of the Books of the New Te- 
ſtament : ſo that thoſe Letters may be 
diſmiſs'd from any further Conſideration, 


being ſolidly and fully anſwer d. 


But as to what Mr. La Mothe of- 


fers concerning the Nature of that Inſpi- 


ration, I am not ſo well ſattsfied: 1t 


ſeemed to me very defeftive, which ex- 
cited me to ſeek after further ſatufa&i- 


on: Whereupon IT peruſed all thoſe Au- 
thors ( within the compaſs of my Curta 
ſupellex ) wherein I might reaſonably ex- 


pect to have met with ſomething that 


might have quench'd my Thirſt, but re- 
turned with my Pitcher empty : There- 
upon T fell a plowing with my own Heifer, 
and that which follows is the Crop which 
the Reader may reap, if be thinks it 


_ worth while to beſtow ſo much pains upon 


it. And this I intend only as Cumu- 
A lative 
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tative ts what us deliver d by Mr. Louth, 
and La Mothe. 

Beſides this late debate, there has bin 
another Controverſy of longer ſtanding, 
which has bin hotly canvaſt and conteſted 
pro and con between the moſt learned 
Pens on both ſides, which has a great m- 
fluence: upon the divme Authority. of the 
holy Scriptures alſo, viz. about the Ori- 


% 


eimal of the Vowels and Accents m the 
Hebrew Text of the Old Teſtament. 
Much confidence (or, according to modiſh 
word, Aſſurance) has bin ſhow d on both 

| fraes. T his point was ſtudied by me when 
Twas in the Univerſity above fifty Years 
ag): And ſuce then 1 have bin looking 
into what | met with on that ſubjeR. Of - 
late I have beſtow a ſome thoughts upon it 
pon this occaſton. Being deſired to draw | 
up A brief Concordance to be added to 
the third Edition of My.Pool's Annotations 
T mitended to Preface it, with an Account 
of the Diviſion of the Bible into 
Chapters and Verſes, the foundation 
of all exa#t Cencordances, and without 

| which 
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The Preface. 


which they cannot but be very lame and de- 

feaive. Thereupon making Enquiry in- 
to the Original of the Chapters and Verles 
in the Old Teſtament, i naturally led 
me ito that weighty Controverſy about the 
Authority of the Points in the Hebrew 
Text, which occaſion d it s growth into 
a. larger bulk than was fit for a Preface; 
whereupon T was feign to ſlip it off, and 
ſeparate it from that Root, and ſo it 
grew up mito a diſtin Diſcourſe by it 
ſelf; wherem the Reader will meet with 
ſomething not to be found elſe where (for 
I would not trouble the World with old 
matters new vamp t up.) 

When this Diſcourſe was firſt concaived 
and brought forth; (which was ſome 
Years ago) as they ſay the Eagle tries 
her young ones by expoſmg em to the 
light of the Sun, ſo, being deſirous that 
the Truth and Soundneſs of my Notion 
might be thorowly tried, IT ſent it to ſome 
learned Perſons for their Opmion about it. 
1 found that they had a different appre- 
benſion of the Controverſy from mine, and 

| made 
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The Preface: 


made ſome ſlight Objeftions againſt my 
Judgment of it : but none of 'em did at- 


tempt any Anſwer to ' any of my Argu- 
ments, or endeavour in the leaſt to over- 
throw the foundation of my Buiiding, viz. 


The Conne&ion between the Verſes, 


Accents and Vowels ; which confirmed 
me in my Opinion, that it is built upon 
good Grounds , becauſe the moſt learned 


Perſons that have peruſed it, have ſo 


little to obje&t againſt it. T he moſt con- 


ſ{iderable Objeftion made by a very learned, 
judicious Divine was (not ſo much againſt 


my Opinion it ſelf, as) that it is not. ſuf» 
ctently proved that all the Hebrew Ac- 
cents are, and muſt be coetaneous with 
the Verſes and Language. Togrant that 


my Argument does not direfly prove that 


All the Accents are Coevous with the 
Vowels, but only Athnach and Silluk : 
But then if it be conſider d, that they all 
have a dependance one upon another, 1. E. 


the Duces and Subditi, or Miniftri, up- - 


on the Reges ; then the proving of ſome 
of 'em to be coetaneons with the Vowels 
and 
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'The Preface: 


and Verſes, bids fair for the proof of 'em 
all. 

The Uſefulneſs of the Accents, and 
their intimate conneFion with , and de- 
pendance one upon another, is very fully 
ſhewed of late by Mr. Walter Croſs in 
his Taghmical Art ( as be calls it ; tho 
T ſhould think, according to the Rules 
and Analogy of Grammar, it ſhould ra- 
ther be called, the Tangnamical Art, 
(as from Talmud, Talmudical : ) for 
the Noun Subſtantive, is ©Wv tangnam, 
an Accent, ) which very well deſerves 
the diligent Study of all thoſe that deſire 
to be exaft in the Hebrew Tongue, 
and conſequently m the underſtanding of 
the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament : only 


one great Diſaſter has befallen it, (which 


probably might come to paſs by his Tllneſs, 
or Death) that it is very falſe Printed. 


Tt has bm ſuggeſted to me by ſome 
learned Men that have ſeen thoſe Papers, 


That being fit only for the View of the 


Learned, ( and, alas ! not for all of them 
neither) it ſhould have bin dreſs d up and 
IT ſent 


The Preface. | 


ſent abroad im a learned Habit ; but fal- 
ling only accidentally upon that Queſtion, 
1 ſpun out my thoughts upon it by degrees, 
after the ſame rate that T had begun it, 
till T had finiſht my Web, and don't think 
it now worth while to put it into a new 
dreſs, but een let it go as it is, and ap- 
prove it ſelf to the Candid Reader as well 


as it can. 


The Third Diſcourſe treats of a nice 


and curious Point ( The Teſtimony of 


the Spirit,) which is not ſo much a mat- 
ter of Speculation as Experience : Con- 
cerning which 1 know nothing that has bin 
publiſht of late about it, diſtinfly by it 
ſelf; and therefore perhaps it may find 
the better Acceptance with the Reader, 
eſpecially if he be one that has his Senſes 
exerciſed about ſuch things. 


Sa. Clark. 
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The Conrenrs. 


( I. H E Unſearchableneſs of God's Works. 
$$ 2. Eſpecially of the Work of the Spi- 
rit upon the Souls of men. $ 3. And more eſpeci- 
ally as to the Inſpiration of the Holy Scriptures. 
$ 4. La Mothe's Account of it. : 
) 5. The Nature of it open'd in ſeveral Propoſitions. 
I. Prop. The Holy Scriptures contain mat- 
ters of ſeveral ſorts, 
S 6. 2. Prop. All Scripture, of what ſort ſoever, 
| is by Inſpiration from God. 
S 7. Proved by Parts. Ps 
I, Concerning the Scriptures of the Old Teſta- 
ment ; that they are divinely inſpired, «s 
proved, 7, 2 
T. By the Teſtimonies of Paul and Peter, 
2 Tim, 3. 16. 2 Pet. 1.21. which are 
 _ open'd, 
S 8. 2. By a diſtin& conſideration of the ſeve- 
ral Books, (1.) Of Moſes. F 9. (2.) Of - 
the Hiſtorical Books. F 10. (3.) Of Job, 
$ II. (4.) Of the Plalms and Prophets. 
) 12. 3. By many Paſſages, which muſt be the 
immediate diftates of the Holy Spirit, 
$ 13. 2. The Scriptures of the New Teſtament 
proved 'to be God-inſpird by ſeveral Argu- 
ments. 
$ 14: F, Prop. The Perſons inſpired had the uſe 
of their Reaſon and Underſtanding, 
$ x5. 4- Prop. The Holy Ghoſt made uſe of the 
ſ Natural Abilities of the Perſons inſpired. 
| Y 16. F. Prop. The Holy Ghoſt accommodated 
? his Inſpiration to the particular Genius of 


: every Writer, | | 
| S 17 


The CONTENTS. 


$ 17. 6. Prop. This Inſpiration included many 
things in it. - 
—1I. The Holy Ghoſt ftirr'd 'em np to write, 
S$ 18.2, He ſet *em their Task. 
$ 19.—3. He imlighten'd their minds, and gave 'em 
a diſtm& underſtanding of what was to 
be deliver*d by 'em. \ 20, Show'd(1.) 
In the Hiſtorical Parts. Q 21. (2.) In 
the Prophetical, V 22. (3.) In the Wri- 
tings of the Apoſtles. $ 23. The ſeveral 
eps by which knowledge was communi-= 
cated to them. $24. But to Paul it was 
all at once : Several peculiar Privileges 
belonging to him. 
$ 25.-4. He ſtrengthned their Memories. 
$ 26.—5. He direted 'em what Matters of Fa& to 
inſert, | 
$ 27,6. He call d forth thoſe images of things which 
_- were laid up in their minds, | 
$ 28. —7. He ſuggeſted to *em immediatelſk what 
was matter of pure Revelation, 
$ 29,—8, He had a general Inſtrufion over the 
whole, to make it a compleat Rule both 
of Faith and Life. 
$ 30. 7th, and Laſt Prop. The whole Scripture 
both in reſpe& of Matter and Words, is of 
Divine Inſpiration. Y 3 1. Proved by ſeveral 
Paſſages of Scripture. $ 32. And by Teftimo= 
nies of Learned Men. - 
$ 233. The Sum of the whole, ſhowing the diſtin 
Share both of the Holy Ghoſt and Pen-men of 
the Scriptures, 


- 


There is extant alſo of the ſame Author, 


Nnotations on the Bible ; with Parallel! 

Scriptures ( much more largely than in 
any other Edition ) and a Concordance. Sold 
by Fon. Robinſon and Brab. Aylmer. 

Survey of the Bible : Or, An Analytical 
| Account of the Bible, by Chapter and Verſe : 
by way of Supplement to the Annotations. 40. 
Printed for Fon. Robinſon, Price 8 5. 

A Brief Concordance of the moſt uſual and 
uſeful Places : ſo that one ſhall ſeldom have oc- 
caſion to look into a large Concordance, as has 
been found by Experience. In large Twelves. 
Sold by F. Robinſon. Price 2 <. 


An Abridgment of the Hiſtorical Parts of the 


Scripture. In Twelves. Printed for F. Robin/on. 
Price 1s. 


Of Scandal : Wherein theſe weighty Queſtions 
are fully difcuſt. | 
1. Whether things Indifferent become Neceſ- 
| fary, when commanded by Authority ? Neg. 
2. Whether things Scandalous being enjoined, 
may lawfully be done ? Neg. 
3. How far forth we are bound in Conſcience 


to obey Humane Laws? With others. Toge- 
ther with 


An Exercitation on Matth. XV. 1.-9. Sold 


by T. Parkhurſt. Price 9 d. 
An Ocdination Sermon on A4&s XIII. 2, 3. 
Printed for F. Lawrence. 


_ Sc:ipture.Juſtification, Printed for T7. Park- 
Fur{F, Price TI 45. 6, 
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In the Exercitation. 


Pe: 8. 1. r5. for Megittoth, read Megilloth. p.6.1.14 bes 
gin the Break at [I find ], and I. 15,216. r. Chapters 


both between. p. 14. 1. 16. for 13. r. 3. Þ. 40. |. 12. for 
his, r. this. p. 43. 1. laſt, the Hebrew words at the bottom of 


the page ſhould have been inſerted between the Crotchets 
in the 34 line of the Margin, and read \R'\P"\ for VM. 


In the Teſtimony. 


Page 8. 1. 2. before Nil, add, This is. p. 19. I. 33. for 
Whetſtone, r. White ſtone. p. 23. 1.23; for great r. other; p.27, 
1. 29. for where, r. when. Þ. 29. I. 7. for wrapy, r. rapt, 

If there be any other Faults, the Reader is deſired to Ex- 
cuſe *em, for the Author did not ſee all the Sheets, 


An Exercitation, Diſquiſrtion, oj 
Enquiry into the Natare and 


Extent of the Inſpiration of 


the Holy hs nl 


TEE HE Works of God in petieral 


are very unfearchable by any 
humane Underſtanding Great 
things doth be which we cannot 
comprebend, faith Elihu, Job 37.--5. 
Hr find out, V. 23. SO that, No man can know the 
work that God doth from the beginning to the end ; 
as Solomon aſſures us, Eccle/, 3.--11. Particutarly, 
Concerning the W orks of Providence, the 
P/almi/# pronounces of 'em, that they are a greas 
deep, Pſal. 36. 6. and again, 77. 19. Thy way is 
in the ſea, and thy path m great waters, and thy 
footſteps are nut known. This moved Zophar to 
put the queſtion to Fob, c. 11. 7, 8. Cant thou 
by ſearching find out God? Canſ# thou find out the 
Almighty to perfeFion ? It is high as heaven, What 
canſt thou do? deeper than hell,what canſ# thos know * 
The conſideration whereof drew that Exc/ m4 
 t1on,or Ar mirationfrom the greatApoſtle,s £450: 
O rhe depth of the riches both of th: wiſdom ard know < 
ledg of God ! How wunſecrchable are his judgements i 
P ond 
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ſh..rc of each in this performance ; and that be- 


The Inſpiration of the Scriptures. &c. 


and bis 4 ys paſt fmiins out, Rom. 11. 36, 

$. 2. Put eſpccially the Work of the Spirit 1 
an] upon the Souls of Men, is very myſterious, 
and incom! preh eniible,as to the finer {trokes of 5t. 
Our $2 viour Chriſt compares it to the 4nd, Joh. 
2.8. Th: Wind blows where it liſteth,a'd thou heareſf 
the ſound thereot, but canſt »ot tell whence it boats 
and whithr it goes, So 15 every gon that ts born of the 
S»irit, As the Effe&s of the Wind are ſenſible b 
and diſcernible en ough, but the Manner is un- # 
acrountabls ; lo the et &s of the Work ot the fi 
Spirit are cvident enough, but the Marner is | 
very myſterious and incomprehenſible. 

9.3. This may be applied (among other 
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things) to the T»{piration of the Spirit in the holy 


png of God, the Penmen of Scripture. "Thar it 
15 fo, that they were Divinely infpir'd, we have 

demonſtrative proof and evidence ſufficient » but 
the Manner of it is not obvious,nor eaſily under- 
{iood ; Yet it 1s {ought out of all them that have 
pleaſure therein; as ihe Pſalmiſt ſpeaks, c. 111.2. = 
This therefore I ſhall endeavour ro open and |” 
explain pro 70dulo 5220, fo far forth as T can attain |: 
unto; and to adjult tne bounds, and fix the li- © 
mits, 2 near as 1 can, between the Holy Gleſt, # 
and Me boy Men of God; ; and ſhew the // rk and 


Caute there 1s none that ] have m=t with in the - 


nai ow compats of my Reading, that has hand- 
led it to my fatistaction. 


Wherein I implore the Aſſiſtance of F that Ho! !} Spi-, 
rit,-the Izditer of the Holy Scriptures, that I mt 
ſteer an een curſe without turnmng afide to the right 
hand or 30 the left, by attributing. either 100 much or 
t69 little fo eitner of em, but may render to God the 

tongs 


La Mothe's Account of 7t. "Þ 


things that are God's, and to Man the things that 
are Man's. 
$.4. There is indeed a late Author (7.z 
Mothe) who has written a Diſcourſe upon this 
Subject, Intitled, | 7he Inſpiration of the New Teſt a- 
ment aſſerted and explain'd.| T ſhall firſt. give an 
account of his Explication, and then offer my 
own ſenſe and thoughts to conſideration. His 
Judgment in the caſe he expreſſes thus; That we 
may have a diſtin Idea of the Inſpiration of the 
Holy Writings, "tis requiſite to diſtinguiſh the things 
which they contain 5 which I ſhall do into three Or- * 
& ders. In the firſt I ſhall put the Revelations, The 
ſecond is for thoſe things which the Apoſtles learnt by 
the natural aſſiſtances of thetr Hearing and Sight. In 


1 the third you ſhall ſee the Progreſs which they made 
+: by reaſoning upon the Truths of the two firſt Orders. — 
\; So that you fee the Apoitles wrote things which 
© they knew by Revelation, by Senſe, or by Reaſoning. 


EV "a 


EF; 103; 

In reference to the Rewelations which the 
Apoſtles had, he ſaith, The Holy Gho# atts two 
ways in relation to the Truths which he has revealed 
by the Apoftles, Firft he ſuggeFted thoſe Truths 
which he imprinted in their Souls by ſome of thoſe 
ways which I hawe ſet down, wherein the ApoFtles 
were in a paſſrue diſpoſition 5 like a piece of Cloth 
that receives the Colours. *Tism this manner that they 
were inſtruffed ; but when they ſet themſelves to in- 
SFrut others, and communicate in writing what the 
Holy Ghost had taught *em, he ated after another - 
manner : he puſht *'em forward to write : he Ffrength- 
ned and refreſht their Memories ; and ſo diretted their 
Pens that they wrote nothing which was not to the 
purpoſe, and according to the moFF exa&t Rules of 
Truth, There was then in the written Revelations 
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La Mothe's Account of tt, 


Which they have beft us, 120 ſorts of In; piration ; In 

{piration of Sugzeſtion, and Inſpiration of Diref:on. 
P. 108. He {upgeſte -d to 'em thoſe things that they 

hnew ot 3 but as for thoſe thinzs which they Ls 
mr had need only of bis Diretti ton to render "21 in- 
falls :ble in thear I riting's, FP”: 199, And PI elently 
after he ſpeaks to this purpoſe, © That ſome 
** things they knew by their Education: others 
© by common Converlation. Concerning theſe 
© a new Suggeſtion was abſolutely needleſs, be- 
* cauſe Miracles are not to be multiplied wich- 
out necellity. Thezetore: he did not whilper 
* into the Fars of the Apoſties what taey knew 
*f betore. He was not * lies to begin but 
* where Nature had ended.” [tc was enough 
* that he ſpake when ſhe became ſilent. Let ws 
not imagine that he w.s only a Speftator of the Fun- 
(ions of Nature; He brought her to Perfetti ion, and 
hindred her jrom going aftay. P. 111. The fhare 
which we believe the Holy Ghoſt had in the writing 
of thoſe things (which they knew before) is 1. That 
he was the Primum Mobile of the Compoſition ; 
twas he that ſer the Apoſtles at work, whether it 
were i furniſhing "em WY Occaſions Sd Subjects to 
2 TIte upon 5 or whether [i were by ſecretly #Lurring 


*em up 10 write, I may {ay, He put the Pen in their 


Flands, 2. He pr ſided in the Choice of the Matter 
which was to be put into the work, not ſuſfering the 
Aposi Hes to Write any ' theng but whet was Iirue, and 10 
the purpoſe. This 2b Inſp; tration of Direction  720t 
dges there need a 113) more i0 be ſaid, as to the Tr (19s 
Which they 'Y pad hear d Fu 4 [een. Ws He !/ lei 's "0732 


alone when th ey go ri #ht, and when they are about to 
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Scriptures contarn Matter of ſeveral ſorts. 


the Truths which the Spirit ſuggeſted to *em with 
certain Refleons. e.g. St. Peter joinmg the Viſion of 
the Sheet, to the Viſion that was ſten by Cornelius, 
Of a truth, faith he, now 1 perceive that God 1s 110 
ter of & Sf. Pan]. after he hid de- 
reſpee @7 0, perſons, of - C SIT aj HC FI:1 (40 
clared what the Spirit had ſaid in exprefs terms touch- 
, h Fl L,4 2 Fn , +l» F':1ith ; Y 
ing ſuch as would depart from the Faith, makes @ 
ſhort Diſcourſe upon it, 1 T1. 4.1.-— 10: thas they 
reaſon'd upon the Oracles, the Apoſi les had no need of 
being inſpir'd ; to take the word im @ ſunſe of Sup ge= 


ſ*ion. Their Reaſon fortified and guided by the Holy 


Ghoſt x whoſe Inſtruments they were, Was [afficrent for 
era to find out in the revealed Propeſitions the Conclu- 
frons that were included in *em. Natural Legick would 
have {erved the Tuin : Here we bawe no recourſe ta 
the Holy Ghoſt, but to warrant the_Inſail;biltty of the 
Refle&t1on of the Apoſtles, P.113, 11, 

This is the fubſtance of the whole of his 
Judgment kerein. But this account feems to me 
very lame and defective, and allo Derogatory 
to the Majeſty and Authority of the Holy Scri- 
ptures; and therefore I have beltow'd fome 


_ thoughts upon it for my own ſatisfaction; which 


I have muſter'd up together, and drawn forth 
in theſe enſuing Propoſitions. 

$.:87 Prop. 4. The Holy Scriptures contam Mat- 
ter of {:yeral ſorts. The Subject Matter of the 
Holy Scriptures is various, and of divers forts ; 
Some Parts of the Scripture are Z1forical, recor- 
ding what has bin done in former times : Some 
are Prophetical, foretelling what ſhall be done 
hereafter : Some Do&rinal, teaching what we 


muſt Believe ; and ſome Pratical, acquainting 


us with our Duty, which we mult do, or leave 
undone. And theſe are interwoven with Precepts, 
Prohubitions, Promiſes, Threatiiings, Prayer, Soluloaues, 


and the like, - B 3 It 
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All Scriptare is by Tuſpiration of God, 


Tt is neceſſary that we diſtinguiſh theſe well 
the one from the other, becauſe they require 
ſ:veral ſorts of Inſpiration, as will appear in 
what follows. 

S 6. Prop. II. It zs the Property and Prerogative 
of all Scripture, of what ſort ſoewver, to be by Inſpira- 
tion of God, This not being my main buſineſs, 
but only is order to it, as I pals along, I ſhall 
not go far for evidence, but content my felf 
with ſuch Proofs as are ready at hand, and offer 
themſelves willingly to my thoughts. 

$ 7. "This Propoſition I ſhall prove particular- 
ly and by Parts, in reference to the Scriptures 
both of the 0/4 and New Teſtament : Wherein it 
is not ſo much my purpoſe to convince or confute 


Antiſcripturiits ( this has been done abundantly 


and unan{werably by many more able and learn- 
ed Pens) as to confirm honeſt, humble Souls, that 
are willing to be fatisfed by ſuch plain, intrin- 
fick Arguments as are contained in, and taken 
out of the Bowels of the Scripture it (elf. 

Firlt, The Scriptures of rhe Oid Teſtament are by 
T»/piration of God. 

This I thall prove, | 

1: By the Teſtimpny of the two great Apo- 
ſtles, Peter and Paw, | It 1s expreſly athirmed by 
the Apoſtle Paul, 2 Tim. 3. 16. Ila year) S6- 
omdis&. All Scripture ( not only ſome parts of 
{uch and ſuch Books, but the whole Scripture, 
and whole of Scripture:Whatfoever comes under 
the name of Scripture, without any diſtinction 
or difference ; by whomfoever written is $4- 
£7450, God-mſpired. Not | All Scripture that is 
Eod-inſpired | ( as the Polonian Merchants would 
hue it) as if there were ſome that were not ſo: 
forthe Verb Subſtantive muſt needs beunderſtood 


be- 


2 Pet. I.zI. Opened. 


between y220u and $:5mnds ©, an a not between 
H6mb5@& and wetaiuC, hecaule the Conjundtion 
comes between, w bich rende:s 42A to be 
the ſecond Epiti ict GI t ) £991, 45 Seory <5 1 rhe 
ficſt. Here are two things attirmed Ct NCETnINg 
the Scripture (as IE/# its obſerves F-fL; ) [cs P77 7 
rity, that ic is from God. (2.) Tres Ur:{::y, that 
it is profitable tor the Ends and Purpotes tollow- 
ing. This then mutt needs | include at izait all 
the Scriptures of the Old TeFament. 

Again, The Apoſtle Perep fp arms the 
ſame; Fe 1 25 wp the pr 7P.2e. y care 33t m old 
time (or rather at any tin, m7?) by the will Al 
man : but holy mon of God ſpake as they 2re mo 


by the Hely Ghoſt. Wher © obler's (1 1 he my 


is he ſpeaks of ; with the 7:7e whereby he ex- 


preſſes it , Prophecy : which is not to be under- 

ſtood rift , for the Foretelling of things to 
come ; or the Writings only of. the TrOpnes 
but largely, for any Bbelatin or D:/covcry of th | 

Will of God to the Penmen of Seripeure. Tis 
appears by V. 19. where he faith, Ie h:ve « more 
ſure word of Prophecy (that 15, of the Reve! ation of 
the Will of God, viz. in Sc: ipture 3 in contra- 
diftiaRion to the olbge hg of God's Will in 
that Voice that came from Heaven to Chriſt a 

his Transfiguration ) Bpit4 you do well to 


give heed. "This is a duty that bzlongs to the 


whole Scripture of the O07 Teſtament, as well as 
to the Prophetical parts, and the refore includes 
the whole. Hence all the Penmen of the Old 
Teſrament are called Prophets, Eph. 2. 20, Rom.16. 
26. And therefore the word | Prophecy | here, 
mult include the whole. Of this Yeoice he ſhews 
the Original : and that both Negatively ; * It came 
210t L the TW] of man, It was not the Conception, 

B 4. Cozapo- 
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2 Pct. 1. 21. Opened. 


Compoſure, Indictment or Product of niens own 
Brains, nor the Suggeſtionof their own Spirits; 
They were not the fir/# Movers in this Work ; 
But, Poſitively, holy zen of God ſpake as they were 
vaved | by the Holy Ghoſt. Where 5 eat (1.) The 

imum mobile, or firſt Moyer , the Holy Ghoſe. 
* .) The Inſtrumental Cauſe, or .In{tryments he 
made uſe of, holy zen of God. Such were all 
ths Penmen of the ſeveral Books of the Old Te- 
ſtament. (3 .) What befel *em : How it fared 
wich 'em in this Work, when they wrote theſe 
Books ; they were movea by the Holy Ghoſt 3; 94&9- 
ya av mdus]&- dxis, As the Writings of the 

Scriptures were 3:5vbgzr ( according to Paul } 
ſ 2 the Writers were m1 judlopoenor ( according to 
Peter here ). atted and moved by the Holy Ghoſt 4 
under his immediate Conduct and impulle. As 
t; jJIC Spirit C4720 1p01 the AP0j Fes on the day of Pen- 
tecoft, as a ruſning, mighty $77 Akt. 2. 2. ( the 
a ne word is uſed tl there, 9845 $9708 mans Fiz; ) To 

he ruſhed in a powerful manner upon theſe holy 
men of God, the Penmen of the holy Scripures. 
(4-) IVien, or upon What Occaſion it was thus 
with *'em : It was in reference to' what the 

ſvake : w hich includes their 1#/ 7itng alſo : For the 
Prophets did deliver all their Propheſies to the 
F -copiC by word of m outh firſt, and then wrote 


em down afterwards, as appears by ſome Paſ- 


ſages in Ferezzy, But for ſome other parts of 
SCTIpeu; e they were only written : yet this Wi4- 
tinr, or What was 1o written, was $$6md5@-, as 
P at gg us in the place beforementioned. 
Delides, The Subje that Perer 1s here treating of 
is he w bole SCripturez as appears by the Con- 

zext, v.19, and I proved before. And fo the 

word aaasy is uſed concerning the whole Scrip- 


(ure: 


| The Books of Moſes are divinely inſpired. 


tre, At 2. 31. David ſpake of the Reſurrefion 
of Chriſt ,_( viz. Pſal. 16. 10.) 7. e. wrote. SO 
As 3.24. All the Prophets from Samuel, and thoſe 
that follow after, as many as have ſpoken, hawe like- 
wiſe foretold of theſe days, Rom. 3. 19. Whatſoever 
the law (1.e. the whole Scripture of the O14 Te- 
ſftament, as appears by the foregoing words) ſaith, 
it ſaith to them that are under the Iaw. Hence the 
Scriptures in general are called ayiz 43 dre, the 
Oracles of God, Rom. 3. 2. 

$8. 2. That the Scriptures of the O74 Teſtament 
are by Divine Inſpiration, I prove by a diſtinct 
view and conſideration of the ſeveral Books of 
the Od Teſtament ; whereby it will appear that 
there 1s an evident character and ſtamp of Divi- 
nity imprinted upan "em. .- 

Firſt, For the Books of Moſes : They contain 
an account of many things before his own Time, 
which he muſt have either by Revelation, Tradi- 
tion, Or Writings and Records. 

(1.) Some things mult of neceſflity be by Re- 
welation : As, What God faid to Cain, Gen. 4.6, 
7, 9, ©. for it's very unlikely that Cain himſelf 
would tell it to any, So Lamech's Speech to his 
Wives, v.23, 24. God's purpoſe to deſtroy the 

id World by the Flood, ch. 6. 3, &. God's 
accepting of Noah's Sacrifice, ch. 8. 21. —— be 
faid in his heart, What God laid concerning the 
building of Babel, ch. 11. 6, 7.. The cauſe of 
the Plague on Pharaoh and his Houle, c.12. 17. 
God's dealing with Abimelech concerning Szrab, 
ch. 20. 3. &c. The Paſſages between Abimelech 
and Taac concerning his Wite, ch. 26. 8. &c. 
What God {aid to Laban in a Dream, ch. 3 1. 24. 
Rachel's ſitting upon the Images, v. 34. The Con- 
tpiracy of Foſeph's Brethren againſt him, c5. 37. 


18, Oc. 
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The Hiſtorical Books are divinely inſpired. 


18, &c. The reaſon why Er and Onzn were 
ſlain, c<. 38. 7 —10. Fudab's lying with Tamar, 
v. 12, &c. and many ſuch Paſſages. 

(2.) For Tradition and Writing , It's very un- 
likely that many things recorded by Meſes ſhould 
either be convcigh'd by Traditionu, or committed 
to Writing: As, The Agreement between Abram 
and Sarah to ſay, She was his ſiſter, Gen.12.11,0%. 
What pals'd, between Abram and Pharaoh, v.18. 
&c. What paſs'd between Abram and Lot, C13. 


8, &c. Sar:h's giving her Maid to Abram, C.16. 


2, 3- What Rebecca aid to Taac, C. 27. 46. a= 
cob's device about the Sheep, c. Jo. 37, Oc. 
Theſe, and multitudes of ſuch private, parti- 
cular, perſonal Paſlages, are not proper matter 
cither for Tradition, or a Hiſtory ; and therefore 
they muſt be made known to Moſes by Reve- 
lation. 
Some things alſo which were done in his Time, 
and recorded by him, yet were foreign Afﬀairs : 
Such wherein he had no perſonal concernment, 
and therefore could not be known by him bur 
by Revelation : as the Paſlages between Balack 
and Balazm; and the Angel's ſtanding in the 
way to ſlay Balazm, Num. 22, & 23, & 24. 
$ 9. Secondly,For the Hiſtorical Books,vwich con- 
rain Matters of Fa&, there are many things there 
alſo which could not be known but by imme- 
diate Revelation : As, God's being angry with 
Tirael, and what he ſaid thereupon ; Judg.2.20— 
27, What Gaal ſaid privately to the men: of Se- 
chem, C. 9. 28, &c. The Paſlages between A/:- 
cab and his Mother, C. 17. 2-5. What the Da- 
nies faid one to another, c. 18. 14. The Paſſages 
between the Lewite and his Father-in-law, c. 19. 
5-10, and thoſe Paſlages, wv. 16-25, All Go 
Book 
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Bok of Ruth. The carriage of the Philiimes about 
the Ark, 1 Saw. 5, 6. How ſhould it be known 
who: the Servants of the King of Syria ſaid to 
him, but by Retrelation 2 1 KNINg., 20, 23J--2F. 
All the beginning ot the Story of Naaman 
(2 Kgs 5. ) probably was by Revelation only. 
What is ſpoken of God, 2 Kings 14. 26, 27. 

[t's evident that theſe things, or molt of em, 
cou'd be known no otherwiſe than by imme- 
diare Inſpiration : And if ſome be by Infpira- 
tion , then all are ; for Chriſt makes no diffe- 
rence when he bids us ſearch rhe Scriptures: And 
Paul ſaith expreſly, That all Scripture x Yr6and- 
5 &-. ; 

S 10, - Thirdly, For the Book of Fob, it may be 
lookt upon as an Hiſtorical Book, though the 
Hiſtory doth contain Dodtrinal matter of divers 
forts, yet it's all Matter of fa ; being a Narra- 
tive of what was ſpoken by one and another : 
wherein , though Fob's Friends were in the 
wrong as to their particular Application of what 
they faid to Fob, yet it is obſerved, That they 
were ſo guided (by the Spiric of God, doubt- 
leſs) that there's no one Sentence confider'd 
ſingly by it ſelf, that is contrary to other Scrip- 
ture. Beſides, This is one of the Books we have 
received from the Fews, who were God s Tru- 
ſtees and Depoſitaries for the ſafe cuttody of the 
Oracles of God ; Rem. g. 2. and they were never 
taxed for unfaichfulneſs in this truſt, either by 
Chriſt or the Apoſtles : And further, the Autho- 


rity thereof js fully confirmed by that Paſſage of 


St. Fames, C. F. 11. and by thoſe other Paſlages 
quoted in the New Teſt amcn:t out of ir. | 


0-27; Fourthly, That the Pſalms were indicted 
by the Spirit of God appears by theſe places ; 


2 Jam. 
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2 Sam. 23. 2. Mark 12. 36. Ads 4. 25, EX 1.16, 
Heb. 3.7. And then, many of 'em are Prophe- 
rical, of Chriſt , his Kingdom, Sufferings, &c. 
and of che Calling of the Gentiles. 

Fiſth!;, The Writings of the Prophets are moſt 
evidently of Pvine In/piration 3 for they are ge- 
nerally nothing but a Rehe ar: } or Tranſcript of 
what God ſpake To and By 'em ; as appears by 
the feveral particulars. 

E/ay is nothing but a Collection of his Pro- 
phecies, and fo, all the very Words of God : on- 
ly with a pare of Hezekiah's Hiſtory , ch. 36-- 


7 0. 


» 
Teremy and Ez:kie] are moſtly the ſame too ; 


enterwoven with fome Hiſtorical Paſſages of tho 
Afﬀairs of the Church in thoſe times, and ſome 
of their own perlonal Concerns : Wherein, tho 
ſome things were the produd of their own Spi- 
rits ( as thoſe pattionate Expreſſions, Fer. 20. 
Ia, Oc. VEL ws. recording of 'em in Scripture 
was by the ſpecial direction of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Panzil is a good part of ic rnd ical, and 
therefore mult be of divine Original. 

Heeas contains nothing but the Words of 
God ; except the account of his Obedience to 
God's .ommand, 

7oel is all the Words of God. 

{mos the farae 5 except a Narrative of ſome 
Viſions, c 7. 8. 9. 

Obadiab, only the Words of God. 

Fonah Hiltorical. 

Aicah, the Words of God moltly. 

[327 a the ſame. 

Habakkak a kind of Dialogue berween yas and 
tne Prophet, c. 1, & 2. and a Prayer, C. 3. 

Zephaniah, all of it the Words of God. 


Hagga: 
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Haggai the ſame. 

Zechariah conſiſts moſt of Viſions concerning 
the State of the Church in thoſe days. See the 
Argument to it in my Annotations. 

Malachi, all of it the Words of God. 

So that it is molt apparent that all this part of 
Scripture is of divine Inſpiration ; yea that the 
very words were dictated to 'em by the Spirit 
of God, though accommodated to the particular 
genins of every one; as will be ſeen Prep. F. 
 $ 12. 3. How manv things are there in the 
SCLiPtures of the Old Teſtament ( as well 2s the 
New ) which tranſcend all humane Abihies, 
and not to be march'd in any humane Writings, 
and are peculiar to God alone? Never could 
enter into the heart of man any thing like that 
Dialogue between God the Father, and God the 
Son, Eſa. 49. 1--12. Never did or could any 
man declare the ſincerity of the heart, whenas 
the Actions might ſeem to argue the contrary, 
as 1in A/a, 2 Coron. 15.13. with 16. 10,12. Ne- 
ver did, nor couid any ſpeak in the name of 
God, as the Scripture frequently doth :; Thr /aith 
the Lord, Never did any man pretend to make 
{uch Promifes and Threatnings of Spiritual and 
Eternal things, as the Scripture doth. Where 
are ſuch lofty ſ{irains to be found in any humane 
Authors, 25 that De/cription of the Entertainment 
of the King ot Exypr by his Dead Confederates? 
Ezeh. 32. 21--32. or that Elegant Pro/opopeia of 
tis Inaniinate Creatures, and the dead at the 

eitruction of B-bylon ; and for the King of Ba- 
bylsn's Entertainment 12 the Grave, Ia.14.5-*20. 
as allo of God's Judgments upon the Tervs for 
their treacherous dealing with the M/j2b, Ia. 
24. 17-23. Conſider alſo the lofty ttrain of 
thole 
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thoſe Paſſages and Prophecies which are ſpoken 
by the Prophets in the name of God; as 1/a. 24. 
and 1/1iah's Addreſs to God thereupon, c.25. and 
26. So, no man could ever have certainly told 
that the reaſon why the Corinthians were viſited 
with ſuch ſicknefſes and weakneſſes , was for 
their eating and drinking unworthily at the 
Lord's Table, it it had not boy Oey 
dictated ' to him by the Holy Ghoſt. Theſe 
things and many ſuch like could not have their 
Rite from any Man's brain, but muſt come 
elumnde, yea aveoly from above 5 muſt be put into 
'em by the immediate Dictate of the Spiric of 
God. 

S. 13. Secondly, the Scriptures of the New 
Teſtament are equal ſharers with thoſe of the 
Old Teſtament in this Privileds and Preroga- 
tive to be S:6av:vco, God-inſfired. For, 

1. The Writings of the New Teſtament are 
comprehended in the word | Scripture] and call'd 
by that name, as well as the Writings of the Old 
Teſtament. Peter gives this Title to Paul's Epi- 
ſtles,2 Pet.2.16.— As alſo in all his Epiſtles,in which 
there are ſome things hard to be underſtood, which 
they that are unlearned and unſtable wreſt, as they do. 
the other Scriptures to their own deſtruttion ; 1mply= 
ing that Par!'s Epiſtles ſtand upon the ſame 
ground, and have as good a title and claim to 
the word | Scripture} as any other Writings what- 
loever. 

2, The Scriptures of the 4r9/les are the foun- 
dation of our Faith, as well as the Scriptures of 


the Prophets, Eph. 2. 20. 


3. Paul was endued with Divine Wiſdom in 
what he wrote, 2 Pet. 3.15. and expreſlly affirms 
of himſelf, that what he ſpake and wrote was, 

The 
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The Ward of God, 1 Cor. 7--40. & 14.37. 1 The. 
2; 134: | 

Ys The Goſpel-diſpenſation being much more 
glorious 10 many reſpects than that of the Law, 
(2 Cor. 3. 7--11.) and the Apoſtles being the 
chief Officers in the New Teſtament, they muſt 
at leaſt have an equal aſh{tance with the higheſt 
under the Law. Nay rather, as he that is leaſt 
in the Kingdom of God is greater than he that 


'was greater than all the Prophets, ſo the Divine 


Abilities of the Apoſtles muſt much more excel 
thoſe of the Prophets. 

. 5. Otherwiſe all the Promiſes and Threat- 
mngs delivered by the Apoſtles would be of no 
force nor efficacy, nor could have any influence 
upon the Conſcience ; the contrary whereto is 
found by daily experience ; and therefore their 
Writings mult be immediate dictates of the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt as well as thoſe delivered by the Pro- 
phets, and which Chriſt ſpake with his own 
mouth. 

And if theſe Promiſes and Threatnings were ut- 
ter'd by the Inſpiration of the Holy Ghoſt, then 
alſo what goes before, and what follows after ; 
for they are ſo nearly linkt together, and inter- 
woven one with another that they niuſt proceed 
from the ſame Spirit. For, can any one think 
that the Holy Ghoſt afhſted the Apoſtles by 
Sug geſtion in one Veile and paſſage, and only by 
Drree&tion, ( i.e. by watching over *em that they 
thould not err) in the next? Look over all thoſe 
precious Promi/es Wherewith the Apoſtolical Wri- 
tings are beſpangled, as the Sky with Stars, 
(which I have recited in the 7ble of the Promiſes 
at the end of my Amunotations on the Bibi.) and 
judg whether they could proceed from any but 

ONE 
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one immediately acted and affiſted by the Holy 
Ghoſt in the writing of 'em. And then further 
confider *'em with the Antecedents and Conſe- 
quents, and the cloſe, intimate Union between 
**m, and then judge whether they don't evi- 
dently diſcover the fame kind of Afiſtance in 
the whole. Te inſtance but in one, viz. that 
Promiſe, Row. 6. 14. For fin ſhall not hawe domi- 
nion over you. Obſerve how the Apoſtle brings 
it in, in the ſame thread, or tenor of diſcourſe 
with what goes before : and therefore they muſt 
be all of the ſame ſtamp 5 and if the Promiſes 
(and fo for the Threatnings) be the immediate 
Dicates of the Spirit, fo mult the reſt alfo. 

It is not with the Writings of the Apoſtles as 
with a piece of Embroider'd work, which is firſt 
wrought in the Loom by one hand, and then 
Embroider'd by another ; but like a piece of 
rich Silk inwrought with Flowers of Gold and 
Silver, all of a piece ; wrought by the ſame 
hand, all at the fame time, yet one part1s rich- 
er than another : So it is with theſe compc- 
{ures, though one part be richer than another, 
yet all is the work of the ſame hand. 

6. Yet we may obferve fome difference be- 
tween the Writings of the Prephers and Apoſtles, 
in theſe three reſpects eſpecially. (1) The Pro- 
pers deliver'd all in the Name of the Lord : 
Thrs (aith the Lord : whereas the Apoſtles wrote 
in their own Names : fo moſt of the Epiſtles 
bezin, and have the Name of the Penman let 
in the Front. (2) The Books of the Prophets 
are but a CollefFim, or aggregate Body of ſeve- 
rai Prophecies or Viſions added one to anotEzr : 
whereas the Writings of the Apts are carined 
ON 311 2 continued tenor of Diſcourſe, witt at 
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any ſuch interruptions, and breaking off the 
thread of the Matter, as in the Prophets. (3.) The 
Prophets had not a conftant, uninterrupted influx 
of the Spirit, but he fell upon *em at certain 
Times and Seaſons, according to his own plea- 
ſure; therefore you have the ſeveral Prophecies 
of the ſame Prophet bearing date ac ſeveral times; 
and Ez:kiel was made dumb, in fome reſpec, til! 
a certain ſeaſon, c. 3. 26, 27. and 24. 27. See 
my Annotations there, So when the Captains of 
the Forces and. Johanan came to Feremy for di- 
rection from him ( Jer. 42. 1--3,) it is fail, v.7. 
. that after ten days came the Word of the Lord to 
Feremiah : Whereas the Apoſtles fcem to have 
had a conſtant affiſtance of the Spirit upon all 
occalions ; ſo that whereſoever they came, they 
were ready to preach the Word of God to the 
People of thoſe places. And therefore in this 
reſpect the Apoſtles had much the pre-eminencs 
and advantage of the Prophets, as was hinted 
jult now, ». 4. 

So then the whole Bulk and Body of Scrip- 
ture contain d in the Writings of the Oid and 
New Teſtament 1s 3:67revs ©, God-inſpired ; which 
15 the [ econd Propoſition, | 

S. 14. Prop. II. This Inſpiration did net deprive 


the Per{ons inſpired, of tberr Neaſon and Undeir/tand- 


ing. Thus. indeed it befel thoſe by whom the 


Devil deliver'd his Oracles : for the Evil Spirit 
that poſleſt 'em,, uſed to ſwell and blow np 
thei: Bodies, eſpecially their Breaſts and Beliies 
like a Bladder or Bottie, ( as it is recorded of 
the Pyrh:2» Prophetefs, or Witch rather) and to 
calt 'em int a kind of Frenzy, and then deli- 
ver d his Oracles by *em with a hoarſe or hollow 
/ ICE, as if they ſpake our of their Belzes (thence 


'S call'd 


© 


x7 


xy,” _ > 63 
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FI. G. made uſe of the Natural Faculties 


call'd typ25 Cpl, by the Greeks) or out of 2 
?ottle, whence they had their Name T3 in 


Hebrew. But it was not fo with thoſe that were 


9eoTr:vmr:; they were not mente capri, and fo uſed 


aly as Pipes to convey fuch and ſuch things 


thorow *em, to which they contributed nothing 
at all, except the Writing, but were meerly Paſ- 


ſive. Bede (on 2 Pet. 1. 19.) mentions and con . 


fures ſome in his time that maintain'd this fool- 
ith fancy. Neither were they uſed as meer A- 
manuenſes to write what the Holy Ghoſt dicta- 
ted word for word to *em, without the uſe of 
ter own Judgment : but the Holy 5s i im- 
ploy'd *em as rea/onavle Perſons, endu'd with 
abilities of Underſtanding, Judgment, and the 
lzke. Their Faculties were not {aid a/ide, nor 
laid aſleep ( as Adam's Was when he loſt his Rib. ) 
They did not pur of Man when they put on 
God - But 5 

S. 15. Prop. IV. The Holy Ghoſt made uje of the 
Np Faculties and Abilitic, of thoſe whom be im- 
ploy'd in writing the Holy Seriptures. Their Un- 
derſtanding, Reaſon, Judgment, Memory, At 
fections were all ſet on work, and did concur. 
He made uſe of their Heads and Hearts as well 
as Hands. So that they made uſe of their own 
Reaſon, Judgment and Underſtanding ; as is 
undeniably evident from Luke's 7 reface to his 
Goſpel, where the Examples of others was one 
(ſubordinate) Motive to engage him to write: 
Simce many have tak in band == it ſeemed wood to 
me alſo—Luke 1. 1--3. Yet withal, he vas moved 
by the Holy Ghoſt alfo, fo that he mig have 
added ( as the Councel of Fern/a/em did) Ic 


{ecmed good to the Holy Ghoſt and to me. - | 
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of Perſons inſpired. 


And Peter upon conſideration of his ſudden de- 
parture, was careful to leave that in Writing 
which might be of uſe to 'em afrer his deccaſe, 
that they might hawe thoſe things always in remem- 
brance, 2 Pet. 1. 14, 15 

To this Head molt be referc'd ſuch paſlapes 
as theſe. Rom. 15. 28. When I bawe performed 
this, and have ſealed to them this fruit, I'll come by 
you into Spain, Theſe were his preſent thoughts 3 
wherein yet it is ſuppoſed he was prevented by 
the Providence of God. 1 Cor. 7. 10. To the 
married I command; yet not I, but the Lord, &C: 
Heb. x 3. 22, 2.3 2'n: /eech you Brethren, foffer the 
word of Exbortation for I bave written a Leiter 70 


2 you m few words, Rnow ye that our brother Timo- 
7 thy Fl ſet at liver tfy with WH, if be come ſhortly, 
"# I will ſee you. 2 Cor. 11. I 7. That which I /pe: ak, 
+ T ſheak it not after the Lord, 'but as it were foolijh!y 
+ in this confidence of boaſting. V. 22 I heak as a 
= fool. So c. 12, 2, 1 knew a man in Ch ——apb 
a. ther in the body or out of the body, 1 Fn tell, &C. 


Here the Holy Ghoſt directs Pa«/ to ſpeak only 
his own thoughts and knowledge, without ac- 
quainting him whether it was the Body or out 
of the Body. Thus every-where generally the 
Apottle {peaks all in his own Perion, tho' with- 
al he aſſerts his having the Spirit, 1 Cor. 7.-49. 
_n Wt I fay, There was a concurrence of 
Otn, 

And by this Afiftance of the Holy Ghoſt, 
their natural Faculties were advanc'd and im- 
prov d to the highelt pitch (as will be ſeen more 
fully afterwards.) \s Grace is ingrafted into and 
inoculated n— Nezure to refine and perfect it, 
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| fo this divine 2's was ſuperadded to their na- 
| 

| firal Abilities © ) rectify and elevate *em : as ap- 
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H ly Ghoſt accommodated his Inſpiration 


pears in Paul's Arguings every-where ; eſpeci- 
ally in his Epiltles to the Romans, Galatians and 
H#$rews. 

$. 16. Prop. Ve As the Holy Ghoſt in the com- 
poſure of Scripture, made uſe of the Reaſon and Un- 
derſtanding of the Pen-men, ſo He attemper'd and ac- 


commodated his Inſpiration to the particular genius of 


each Writer, Hereby it came to paſs, That the 


Liquor ſavour'd of the Pipe through which it\ 


ran. As God concurrs with all Creatures ac- 
cording to their particular Natures ; with Natws 
rel Aocnts Naturally 3 with Free Agents Volunta- 
rily ; ſo he did affiſt thele Writers in a way ſuit- 


'able to their own natural -Apprehenſions and 


Abilities; {ſo that their Style and Language where- 
with they clothed their Matter, was of the fame 
Strain and Make with that which they uſed com- 
monly in exprefling their own Conceptions by, 
upon other occaſions. Yet this muſt be under- 
ſtood only for the generality ; for doubtleſs upon 
ſome ſpecial Occations the Holy Ghoſt might 


' ſuggeſt other Words, as well as Maricr to *em, 


than what they had been accuſtomed to for- 
merly. 

Dr. Owen indeed ſeems to be otherwiſe mind- 
ed, That there was nothing of their own parti- 
cular genius to be found in any of their Writings : 
for he expreiles himſelf thus : © Neither has 
© their ſucceſs been much better, wiio have ex- 
« erciſed their Cr:tical Ability in judging of the 
Stzle of the particular Writers of the Scripture, 
preteriing one before and above another ; 
whereas the S:z/e of every one of them is beſt 
fuited to the /abjec# Matter whereof he treats, 
and the Fd aimed ar, and the Perſons with 
who he had to do. And herein Ferom (Pra- 

"Tot; 


cc 


to the particalar Genius of every Writer. 2r 


* fat. in Iaiam & Amoſum) has led the way to 
« others, and drawn many into a common mi- 
© ſtake. The Style of 17:4h, he faith, is proper, 
«© -urbane, high and excellent: but that of Ho- 
&* ſea, and eſpecially of Amos, low, plain, im- 
* proper, favouring of the Country, and his Pro- 
© feflion, who was a Shepherd, But thoſe that 
* underſtand their Styſe and Language will not 
© eaſily give conſent unto him, tho the report 
© be commonly admitted by the moſt. Ir, is 
© true, there appears in T/a;ah an excellent - 
0& in his Exhortations, Expoſtulations and 
Comminations ; attended with Efficacious 
Apoſtrophes, Proſopopaiaes, Ietaphors and Abuſi- 
ons; a compacted Fulneſs in his Prophecies 
and Prediftions, a {weet Evangelical Spiritual- 
neſs in his Exprefiion of Promiſes, wich fre- 
quent Paranomeſiaes and Elleipſes, which have 
j a ſpecial Elegancy in that Language ; whence 
"8 he is uſually inftanc'd in by learned Men, as 
FS an Example of the Eloquence of the divine Wri- 
_ tings, and his ferrims preferr'd to that of 
Elchines, Demoſf henes or Cicero, But the Rea- 
? der tuuſt take heed that he look not for the 
| ** peculiar Exce/lenctes of that Prophet abſolutely 


cc 
cc 
cc 


4 
3 * in the Words uled by him, but rather in the 
© Things that it pleaſed the Holy Ghoſt to uſe 
f him as his Inſtrument in the Revelation of. 
[+ < But the other part of Ferom's Cenfure is ut- 
terly devoid of any good foundation. The 
© Styhe of Amos, conſidering the ſubjeft Matter 
that he treats of, and the Per/ons with whom 
he had to do, in ſuiting of Words and Speech, 
\f wherein all true /o/id Eloquence conliſteth, is 
every Way as proper, as Elegant .as that of 
"* Jaiah. Neither will the knowing Reader find 
C2 * him 
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22 Difference of Style in Scripture, whence, 


** him wanting in any of the Celebrated Styles 


of Writing, where occaſion unto them is 02 
* minittred. "Thus he. Exercit. en Ep. to Heb. 
V0;. 1..P.15. $27. 

Put that the Holy Ghoſt did thus accommo- 
dare himfelt to the particular genirs of the Pcn- 
1an, both as to Zords and Style, ſeems evident 
to me by divers inſtances; as of David, whoſe 
natural Izclmation led him tO Muſick, to which 
ke was addicted from lis Youth, 1 Sam. 16. 18. 

and probably to Poe/y too, in regard of the near 
A Finity that is betw een 'em ; and accordingly 


Cc 


the Holy Ghoſt imploys him in compoling and | 


inditing of Pſalms : whence he was called The 
ſweet Pſalm ift of Trael, 2 Sam. 23.-T. SO Solomon) 
famous for #*/de ot was uſed in Writing of Prec- 
verks, wherein the Quintefience and Marrow of 
Wiidom doth Fg itſelf: He likewiſe ha- 
V ng had the iulleſt EXP exience of t 22 Vanity oy 
ail 2 "O71 idly Ez; 1711ent s that ever any One had, 

:mploy! d to write upon | tha at Subjet., Yo Par 1 
vho was both a great Sche/ar yang wrapt up into 


her of the Aroft es. and alſo treats of the moſt 
inbiime & and Civine 1-7 fr Feries of the Goſp Cl. 


_ Prater This likew iſe appears in the different * Styles 
ferto' w neng;” of the / DDet's.' [ay, I (ont er, W rites in ol lofty, 
OMETTMY 7 Ge 
rr os Depant-Saf Style , embeiliſned w ith frequent Parano- 
” 4+ iS 


Eats a ſire Jeremy writes in a more plain and eaſy 
babere, © Gryle. Exehrel is full of Parables, Types, Allegort- 
” ca wi 12nd Myſtical Repre/entations 3 which occafion'd 


PE il vrofanc Sirir « to fcofi at him as an Empgmatical, 
rrone a2 Obſcure Writer. c£.20, 49, Doth be not fleak Para- 
2271 ct f a- t , k. 4 tt ( '$ Style 1 very bendlls and conſe- 
mars” quently. oblcure 
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ipſum 1mp0: a Prophetia jug ag lguenaum 5 mu intedignt ipſum, Mair, 
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Holy Ghoſt flirr'd 'em up to write. 


Now this difference cannot ariſe meerly from 
the difference of the Srbjedts (as IT grant it mult 
needs do in fome cafes, viz. Hifforical and ! veti- 
cal Writings ) for the Prophecics of Jerzy and 
Exzehtels as they agree very much in reſpet of 
Time, fo they do in Argument allo: wit. To de- 
nounce Judgments againſt the 7s for their 
Sins, and particularly to fore: tell the B:by/anifh 


Captivity for ſeventy years; as Jeremy doth x 
and allo the Deſtruction of the *Temple and Ci- 


tV ; as Ezekiel does: And for Fzeki wo con- 


firm what Ferexy had deliver d, and to Prophe- 


cy the fame things { tho' more veremently ) in 
Chaldea,' that Jeremy had done in Tudea. 

So that, I fay, this ditlerence of their Styles 
did- not proceed either from the $j.{s they 
wrote about, ror meerly from the Holy Ghoſt, 
bur.their own particular germs (moſtly and way 
of Expreſſion. 

Theſe things I have premiſed by way of Þ:- 
rrovuction, to uſher in my main De/ien and Buſt 
neſs, which 1 to open the Nature of that Seor- 
veUgIt, Or TVEuLtc1o20es., wherewtth the Pen-men 
of the ſacred Oracles were afhiſted in the Com- 
poſition of the Holy Scriptures : which I now 
enter upon 1n 

S. 17. Prop. VI. To? Inſpiration of the Hely 
Ghoſt to the Pen-men of Scripture dot9 inclule and 
contain divers things im it. It does conſiſt of fſe- 
veral Izgredients, as I may fay. The Holy Ghoſt 
aliſted the Pen-men of Scripture ſeveral ways. 
His Agency herein may be laid out in theſe fol- 
lowing Particulars, 

I. He moved and ſtirr'd 'em up to writeby a particu- 
tar Impulſe, He was the primum mobile that ſet all 
the Wheels a going. Hecall'd 'em into this Vine- 

C 4 yard, 


23 


ap 


oe oo. A ET en non, OBE ITS oo EL NT GE ISEN 
t pw / "_- 


——_ \ * Ss 
2 >. £ 4 f 
_ . =_— l < 22 , * 
TE. SY i —VY <SRE _ 
— 7 — d- o 
Y = 4 ra. 
gs - ; SC 


-— 


—H— 
_- 


- we 
- 


_—_— CEPT FUTONS 
ITY & wv - b At, Hor ont, 
- nas © » g 4 *4 + 5 A a. 
WERE? a - - IS 
; . hy ode. 
= PR. 


db + 

” 

, 

+ oh 


Eloly Ghoſt ftirr'd *em)up to write. 


yard, and ſet'em all a work. This he did ſome- 
times by a particular, expreſs Command : as to 
Moſes to write ſeveral things, Exod. 17. 14. and 


>4.27. and to Jeremy, C. 3o. 2, and 36.2, and 


ro John, Rev. 1. 10: But moſt uſually by a 
itrong Impulſe ( goes ) upon their Spirits, which 
effeually inclin'd,and diſpos'd *em to the Work. 


He ſpake to 'em with a ſtrong hand, Ela. 8. 11. 
See Ter. 20. 9. 

The Pen- man did not firſt reſolve and: purpoſe 
with himſelf to write ſuch a Book ( as in ordi- 
nary Cales) and then the Spirit did ovrarnaau- 
Eeve&X ( as it is ſaid in another caſe, Rem. 8.26.) 
No; this was not the Merhod : This 15 expreſsly 
denied, 2 Pet. 1. 19. The prophecy came not in old 
tixne by the ill of dan. The Will of Man was 
not the firſt Mover, but the Spirit of God ;- as 
it folloyys there. 

True indeed, they made uſe of their Under- 
ſtanding and Reaſon ( as I faid before,) Ir /eemed 
goed to me, faith Lute: And hence the Work 
wrought, or Effte& produced was Thers : called 
theretore Tye Goſpel of Matthew : The Epiſtle of 
Paul, &c. But inaſmuch as they were therein 
alliſted by the Holy Ghoſt in thoſe ways and 
manners as are here laid down, the Work done 
may be alſo afciibed to the Holy Ghoſt. And 
{0 it 15 Fes. Z. To The Hity Gho/# ſaith, To day if 


you will hear bis voice, 8c. And of the Prophets 


in general it is faid, That the Spirit of God in them 


did ſignify fach and fuch things, 1 Pet. 1. 11. 
There was a Concurrence of both. So Mark 
12. 26. David him{elf {aid by the Holy Ghoſt : and 
2 Pet. 1.i9. Holy en of God ſpake as they were 
»cved by the Holy Ghoſt. As that which. is dicta- 
ted by one, and written by another, the Work 

KY may 


Holy Ghoſt ſet *em their Task. 


may be aſcribed to both; to one as the Princi- 
pal, to the other as the Infrumental Cauſe : Tho”, 
I confeſs, this inſtance does not fully reach the 
Caſe, becauſe the Pen-men of Scripture had a 
oreater ſhare in the Work than as meer Amanu- 
enſes, as Was ſhow'd. 

S. 18. 2. The Holy Ghoſt was their Task-maſter 
to ſet *em their Tasks, He cut out every one's 
work for him. He appointed 'em their ſhare : 
affign'd *em that Part and Province they were to 
adorn and cultivate. There was a great Work 
to be done ; the perte& Revelation of the Will 
of God for our Salvation : divers Inſtru&Fions and 
Dire&ions to be given, ſome by one hand, ſome 
by another, to teach us how to govern our ſelves 
in our Way, till we arrive at our Tourney's end : 
Much Proviſion of all forts, both for Food and 
Phyſick was to be made: many Workmen to be 
imploy'd herein, who knew not each others 
Task : Therefore it was neceſſary there ſhould 
be one general Supervi/or, or Overſeer, to aflign 
to each one what his ſhare ſhould be; and that 
according to his particular Talent and Ability. 
As in the Parable of the Talents it is ſaid, The 
Owner of the Talents gaVe 10 every man according 
to his ſeveral ability, Matth. 25. 15. So it was 
here. "The Work of the ſweet Pſalmiſt of 1/rael, 
was to compole Pſalms: of the Wiſeſt of Men, 
to utter Proverbs : of that Apoſtle that was wrapt 
up into the third Heaven, and there heard 4;- 
pn]e, pnpale, unutterable matters, tO declare, both 
by Tongue and Pen, the deep things of God, con- 
cerning Ele&1on, Predeſs mation, Fuſtification ; Cut- 
ting off the natural Branches of the Olive, and 
ingrafting wild Branches into their room ; A+ 
boliſhing the whole Frame of Moſaical Inſtitu- 


tions ; 
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Fioly Ghoſt inlightend their Minds. 


tons ; opening the Nature of Chriſt's Prie/t hood : 
inowing the Manner of the Reſurr:&:on, and the 
Nature of Spiritual Bodies, and the like. 
$. 19. 3. The Holy Ghoſt aſſiſted the Pen-men of 

Serriprure vy way of Illumination of their Minds , 
ahercby they nad a diflinft underſt wo ng of all the/e 
Truths, whether Dettrinal or PraGtical, that were to 
be diliver'd by *em., They faw at in a true and 

clear Light : and therefore they did not falter, 
or {werve in the leaft from the truth in any 
So they made no falfe ſteps, but were fe- 
cured, both from fumblirg 1n the way, and //ep- 
2g £/i4e our of it. Hence it comes to paſs, that 
all their Argumgs are found and folid, and all 
their Inferences from Scripture or Reaſon, are 
We: EOTTON a 

«. 20. For the Pen-men of the H:forical Parts 

of Scripture, this kind of Afliſtance does not fo 
much belong unto them, becauſe their Writings 
contain, 2 He moit part, only Matters of Fad, 
which are eaſily intelligible : and therefore I ap- 
ply this Lind of Aiftance chiefly to the Wri- 
tings of the Prophets ( ftrict! y taken) and Apoſtles. 
Many things indeed in the W ritings of the Pro- 
phets are plain enough, the Subject of *'em being 
purely Pra Eical 3 as Inſtru6} tons to the People 
abour their Duty, Repreof for their Sins, Prom:- 

es of Mercy to the Penitent, Denunctations of 


—_ 


fe prog againit the Impenitenc, and the like ; 


and ſometimes alſo there are Matters Hiſtorical. 
And when among theſe, any thing was Parabo- 
in 29, Typically, or Myſtically repreſented, either 
had a clear underſtanding of it themſelves, 

or © thi meaning of it was reveaFd to 'em by the 
7 irit of God : as we-find in many inſtances : 
WA 6 thoſe Viſions of an Almond: "Tree, and a 
Seething- 


Holv Ghoſt inlightewd their Minds. 


Seething-pot, with the face towards the North, Jer. I. 
11--i6. So the Types of a lmnen Girdle, and 
Pottles fl d with /1 me, were expounded, Ter: 13, 
g9--14. and in many other places of that Pro- 
phecy. The like was done to Ez«ckie/, for his 
lying fo many days pon hrs fide, Exch. 4. 4-8. 
and to Amos C. 7.7,8. and 8.2. Zech. 1.19, 2T. 
and 4. 11--14. and f. 6, Oc. 

$. 21. Other things were Pred:&ions of what 

was to come to pats hereafter 3 and that either 
in a Way of 7acgmert, as the Seventy years 
Captivity in B abylon, and many ſuch-like Evtls : 
or in a way of Me 7cy, as their Return from Ba- 
bylen ; and all thoſe Prophecies concerning Chriſt 
fd his Kingdom, in the latter -part of Eſay, 
and other places. Theſe they underſtood allo, 
for the /ub/tance of 'em, tho" pollibly not every 
Circumſtance 5 for Petcr ſaith, They enquired and 
[earched diliper tly about the Selvation they propheſied 
of, ſearchivg what, or what manner of time the Spi- 
rit of Chr FA which was in them did ftenify, when it 
reſt ified bejore-har.d the Suffering s of Chriſt, 1 Pet. 1. 
10, 11. However, I fay, they underſtood at 
leaſt the Subjtance of their Prophecies ; as appears 
by thoſe words Dan. 10.-I. A rtoing was revealed 
unto Daniel — and he underſtood the "Ding, and had 
underſtanding of the Viſion. See allo c. 9.22. and 
10.14. And when he did not underſtand ſome 
things, an Angel was employ d to unfold the 
meaning of *em to him : as c. 8. 15--19. and 
I2.'0, 14- 

S. 22. Then for the Apoſtles, it is clear that 
the Holy Ghoſt did inable them fully to Compre- 
hend, or at leaſt to Apprehend all thoſe Myſteries 
of the Chriſtian Religion which they committed 
to Writing ; as Pau! teſtifies of himſelf, Eph. 3. 
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23 MFKnowledg of Apoſt.was communicated by degrees. 


3, 4. How that by Revelation he made known unto 
me the myſtery, as I wrote before in few words, 
whereby, when ye read, ye may underſtand my know- 
ledge in the myſtery of Chrif. And it muſt needs 
be {o; for 

This Afiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt was pro- 
mis'd to 'em by Chriſt, ob» 16. 12. Whew the 
fprit of rrath is come, he will guide you into ail truth ;; 
for he ſhall not ſpeak of himſelf 5 but whatſoever he 
fall hear, that ſnall he ſpeak, and he will ſhaw you 
things to come : and Luke 2.4. 49. Behold T ſend the 
promiſe of my Father upon 5ou. That Promiſe of 
the Father was the Holy Ghoſt ; as appears by 
Lis 1. 4, F- Lind being aſſembled with them, com- 
manded them that they ſhould not depart from 7eru- 
falem, but wait for the promiſe of the Father, which, 
faith he, ze have keard of me. For Jobn truly bap- 
tid with Watcr, but ye ſaall be baptized with the 
Holy Ghoſt not many days hence. 

$. 23. Yet concerning this I obſerve, That 
this Knowledge was not communicated to 'em 
all at once, but by degrees : For (1.) They were 
train'd up in Chr/t's Family, and under the In- 
fluence of his continual Inſtructions. Mark 4. 3.4. 
When they were :ione, he expounded all things to his 
Diſciples. (2.) After bis RefurreQtion heexpound- 
ed to em in all 1h? Scripturc: the things concerning 
himſelf, Luke 24.27. (23.) Aﬀeer that, He open'd 
ther Underſt andin-s "0 unacorſtand the Scriptures, V.4F, 
So that they couid apply thoſe Scripture-Prophecies 
which concerned Chriſt, pertinently and partly, 
according to the true meaning of the Holy 
Ghoſt in 'em: and that. beyond the firſt and. 
immediate ſenſe of the words : as in that pal- 
ſage of Dawid, 7/al. 34. 20. He keepeth all his 
bones : not one of *em is broken : Wherein David 

{cems 


Paul's Caſe was peculiar, 29 


ſeems to ſpeak only of Righteous men in gene- 
ral, and of God's watchful Providence over em : 
(See Pool there:) but in Fohn it's applied to that 
particular of Chriſt's bones not bzing broken, 
Fohn 19. 36. ( 4. ) Some further degrees of 
Knowledge, or the Holy Ghoſt, were, doubtleſs, 
communicated to 'em , when Chrilt breathed on 
'em, ſaying, Receive the Holy Ghoſt, John 20. 22. 
(5.) Afterwards they were fd uh the Holy 
Ghoſt on the day of Pentecoſt, 4&s 2. 4. And 
yet (6.) Afcer that, They were further inſtructed 
in ſome particular Points : as Peter was concern- 
ing the Calling of rhe Gentiles, and the freedom 
of Converſation they might take with *em, by 
Vifon, Afﬀs 10. 9--15. with v.28, 34. 

By all which ways they were furniſh'd at 
lengch with fuch a ſtock and treaſure of Know- 
ledge and Underſtanding, as might enable 'em 
both in Writing and Preaching to bring forth things 
new and old, Matth, 13. g2. By theſe Ways, 
Steps and Mctnods, all the Myſteries of the 
Chriſtian Faith were fully and clearly revealed 
to the Apoſties and Prophets of the New Telta- 
ment, Eph. 3. 3--6. 

S. 24. But as for Pay], it was otherwiſe with 
him. His Caſe was peculiar. He was not one 
of thoſe that acccmpanied with the reſt of the Apo=- 
ftles all the time that the Lord Feſus went in and out 
before *em ( AAtts 1.21. ) but was rTewwn (1 Cor. 
15.8.) an Abortive, a Caftl;ng, one born out of - 
due tizze, not being Called while Chriit was upon 
Earth ( as the other Apoſtles were ) but was 
calied in an 2xtraordinary way by an immediate 
Voice irom Heaven : therefore beſides thaz ſtock 
of co WMmoN, naitial Rnowlerge, which he acqut- 
red by his learned Edacution, 3t may ſeem that 
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Paul the higheft Scholar in Chriſt*s School. 


his [upernatural Knowledge in all the Myfiteries of 
the Chriſtian Religion, was communicated to 
him all at once, when he was caught. up into 
the third Heaven, whereby he was fil'd with a 
larger meaſure of the Spirit than the reſt of the 
Apoſtles: As appears both by his abundant Lz- 
bours, his abundant Swfferings, and his abundant 
Writings. (1.) His Labeurs were more abundant 
than the reſt, 1 Cor. 15. 10, T1 boured more abun- 
dantly than they all, 2 Cor. 11,23. In labours more © 
abundant : Now Operars ſequitur eſſe. More Las 
bour ſhows more Power. (2.) His Suffcrings alto 
were more abundant; of which he gives us a 
large Catalogue and Inventory, 2 Cor.1 I -23--27. 
(3. \ His 1#7:tings, and ſhare in the Canon of the 
New Teſtament, is far more than of any of the 
other Apoſtles. From all which we may fairly 
conclude, "That he has a more abundant Glo '} 
than the reſt. For when Peter faid unto Chriſt, 
Behold, we ba " forſaken all, - and followed thee : 
What - ſhall we hawve ? Chriſt t CNEreupon replies, 
Verily IT [ay unto you, that 7 W3. c> pave followed 
2 13; the regeneration, when t AGE Mas, ſhall {i 
on the throne of bes glory; yes ali9 het ſit on twelve 
thrones, Jugs mg the twelve tribes © E Tirael: And 
every one that hath forſaken houſe, or brethren, or 


filters, OT father, Or met her, OT W7 fe, O07 children, Or 


SY 


lands for my name's (abt. ſhall YECOIUE ar Stet 
fold. and inherit eveorla lis 154 Ny ts cg FL 2 7== 2.9, 
And apain, When the Sons 5 of Zebea e defired to 
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his Ring © 071. ”Chrift "ache * cm, TT Berner they 
could = 6Y! of his cup, and be baptizcd 4 with his bap- 
Film ? Mark 10. 37,38. implying, That the {SY 
eft S#errrs ſhall be the oreateſt G-iners, and be 
moſt highly advanc'd in his Kingdom. Hence 

then, 


*. 
Holy Ghoſt ſtrengthen 1 therr Menuries. 


then, I ſay, we may conclude, That ſince Pau/s 
Sufferings ( as well as his Labowrs and Writings ) 
were the greateſt, That he ſhall nor only ſir 6n 
a particular Throne, but on the higheſt Throne 
of all the Apoſtles, ( and they were above all the 
Tribes, and that he ſhall have che kizheit de- 
gree in the Univerſity of Heaven, as he was the 
higheſt Scholar in Chriſt's School on Earth. But 
this by the By fl 

$. 25. 4. The Holy Gbelt offifted the Pen-men 
of Scripture by ſfrengthning and refreſhing their Mes 
mories, to recolleet and recall whatſceur thy had 
feen or heard before, which He ſaw fit to be injertcd 
mto their WWritmos. This kind of Afliſtance was 
afforded chiefly 112 relation to th ie Heſforica / Parts 
of Scripture, wherein Matters of {a&f, which we y 
had been Eye, or Ear-w:tncjes of are reco 
And this was expref{sly promis'd Þy Chr it, Fob 3 
14. 26. Tbe Comforter ſhall come who ſhal! teocnh 
Jou ail FDPIgS, and bring all things to jour rene 
brance, whatſoever I have ſaid unto Jou : 1nd ac” 
cordingly it was made good unto 'tm, as we ſec 
in the Writings of the Evangeli?s, which con- 
cln's Newetror of he Birth, Life, Doftrine, 1M 
racles, Suffering, Death, Reſurrection and Ajecenſics 
of Chrif in an harmonious Diſcord. 

This was neceſſary for the Writers of all the 
Hiſtorical Parts of Scripture, that they might nor 
be guilty of any omiſſion, or the leaſt lake, 
which would have defaced. and fullicd the Beau 
ty of the whole, Ececl. 10. 7. 

$. 26. F. He afjiſted 'em by Direding em, a- 
mong a Mul rinds of Matters of Fatt, what to Omt, 
and what to Commit ts Writing ; and to make Choice 
of ſuch particulars, as he in his infinite Wiſdom (aw 
fit to be left upon Record, for the uſe of ſucceeding 
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Holy Ghoſt direfed 'em what to inſert. 


Generations. This is plain by thoſe paſſages, 7ohrt 
20. 30, 31. Many other ſions truly did Teſs in the 
preſence of his Diſciples, which are not written in this 
book : but theſe things are written that you might be- 
lieve that TFeſus is the Chriſt, the Son of God, and 
that believing ye might have life through 61s Name : 
and 21. 25. There are alſo many other things which 
Feſus did 5 the which, if they ſhould be written 
every one, 1 ſuppoſe that even the World it ſelf could 
ot contain the books that (hould be written, Now 
which of theſe were to be written, and which 
to be left unwritten ; what might be of uſe, and 
what not, it vas impoſiible for any humane Un- 
derſtanding to comprehend and determine ;z and 
therefore muſt be the work of the Holy Ghoſt. 
In general, Al! things were written for our Learning, 
Rom. 15. 4. and Admonition, 1 Cor. 10. -1T. and 
particularly, either as Sea-marks by way of Cau- 
7101, to warn us to ſhun thoſe Rocks and Shelves 
which others had ſplic upon, 1 Cor. 10. 6--10 : 
or as Land-marks, to ſhow us how to ſteer our 
Courſe, that we may arrive ſ{afe in the Harbour 
of true Happineſs, Rom. 1 5.-4. That we through 
patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope*: 
or by way of Encouragement, to quicken ':s to 
the Performance of thoſe Duties, or Lxerciie of 
thoſe Graces, wherein the Peop!o vi God in for- 
mer times have been Eminent. Rom. 4. 22, 24. 
Now it was not written for his ſak: alone that :* was 
imputed to him; but for us allo to whom it [ll be 
imputed, if we believe on him, &c, No mane 
Underſtandmg could judge of theſe things ; what 
was fit and uſeful, and what not ; fo th. here- 
in the Dire&tion and Comdatf of the Ho:, 3hoſt 
was abſolutely neceſlary. 


And 
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Holy Ghoſt mad uſe of their Memories. 


And herein, among other particulars, his Wit- 
dom was admirable in directing Mv/es, in that 
compendious Hiſtory of things written by him, 
to record the Artifice of Facob concerning the 
Sheep, Ger. 3o. which may ſeem at firſt view 
to be beneath the Majeſty of the Holy Ghoit, 
and Gravity of an inſpired Writer : Bur if it be 
well conſider'd, we may find that Excellent ufe 
may be made of it, to teach us how that the 
Providence of God is exerciſed over his Church 
and People (which was then confin'd within the 
bounds of Jacob's Family for the molt part) for 
their Preſervation and Proviſion 5 and alſo, To 
warrant the uſe of natural means (ſuch as that 
was, at leaſt in part) in the purſuit of lawful 
Ends. | 

And this Dire&#ion of the Holy Ghoit was ne- 
ceſlary to prevent ſtuffing their Writings with 
frivolous, and impertinent Stories, fabulous Le- 
gends, and Jewiſh Fables, wherewith their Tal- 
mud, and fome of their Targums, and their Mid- 
raſhim do abound : which therefore the Apoſtle 
cautions againſt, 1.7m. 1, 4. and 4.7. Tit. 
I. 14. 

Pra 6. The Holy Ghoſt aſſiſted the Pen-men 
of Scripture, by exciting and callmg forth tho/e Idea's 
and Images of things which were treaſur d up in 
their Memories. | 

As ic ſometimes comes to paſs in Prayer and 
Preaching, the Holy Ghoſt brings into the Mind 
fuch 5; "Wa of Scripture, and other 'matters as 
are pertinent and ſuitable to the occaſion ; tho” 


not with that Power, Evidence, and Infallibility 


which attended the divinely-inſpired Writers, but 
in a lower way ; yet however it 15 ſomething of 
the ſame kind and nature. : 


OS Hereby, 
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F.G. made uſe of their Memories. 


Hereby, tho* he did not ſuggeſt any new 
Matter, or Notion to 'em, which they knew. 
not before z yet he brought ſuch things into 
their Minds, as by his infinite Wiſdom he ſaw 
meet to be made uſe of, to other ends and pur- 
poſes than the Pen-men were aware of, viz. for 


the Relief of the People of God upon all occaſi- 


ons, in all their Doubts, Fears, and Troubles ; 
and for Dire&ion in all the Occurrences of life : 
hence proceed thoſe Multitudes of Directions a- 
bout particular Duties in Paul's Epiltles. 

All that Stack of habirual Knowledge, of what 
fort foever, whether Natural, Acquired, or Infu- 


ſed, wherewith they were furniſh'd before, was 


hereby educed, and reduced into AR, fo far forth 
as was needful for the general Deſign of the 
Scripture, and there was occaſion for it. What 
they knew before, whether by the Light of Na- 
ture, Study, Converſation, or divine "Bis yg was 
all Materials for the Spirit to. work «pon, or with, 
in this way. As a Carpenter, when he builds a 
Houſe, chooſes out ſuch Timber, Stones, and other 
Materials, as are fit for his work, and lets the 
other alone : or, As a Phyſician chooſes out of 
the Apothecary's Shop ſuch Drugs and Medicines 
as are proper and ſuitable to his purpoſe, fo did 
the Holy Ghoſt. We need not fay that the 
Spirit did teach, or infuſe into *em ( whiſper in 
their Ears, as Le Mothe expreſſes it ) any thing 
which they knew before, but only called forth, 
propoſed and repreſented to their Minds ſuch 
of thoſe things which he found there, and would 
have made uſe of. 

Hence it came to paſs that Paul, the moſt 
learned of the Apoſtles, makes ſuch uſe of his 
Learning 1n his Writings, which is not to be 

found 
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H.G. ſuggeſted Matters of pure Religion, 


found in the Writings of any other of the Apo- 


' Nifes: As when he quotes fome Sayings of the 


Heathen Poets: Of Ararns, in his diſcourſe to 
the Learned Athenians, Acts 17. -28. 4 5» », 4- 
yos Foutv, OF Menander, 1 Cor. 15. 33. v9dgav 
£39, YON” GLA au zarzui, Of Ep:menides, "T1 1. 12. 
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Spirit of God could have infuſed ſuch Notions 
into the other Apoſtles ( as he enabled 'em to 
ſpeak with Tongues which they never learned ) 
by infuſing the [e's of all thoſe Languages in- 
to their Minds ) -but he made uſe only of ſuch 
things as he found in 'em ( as to this particu- 


Jar.) "TE. 


And herein, I take it, does chiefly confiit the 


Aſſiſtance and Influence of the Holy Ghoſt 1a the. 


Inditement of the greateſt part of Scripture. 
All the Hiftorical, Dogmatical, Dofirinal,and Pratt t- 
cal Parts of Scripture owe their Original to this 
Work of the Holy Ghoſt : his calling forth ſuch 
and ſuch Matter, and Words, as ſhould be fir for 
the Edification and Tn/truffion of the People of 


God in all generations. And hence it fol- 


lows, 

S. 28. 7. The Holy Ghoſt afſifted the Peu-men 
of Scripture by immediate ſuggeſting and dictating 19 
'em, and imprinting on thew Minds a {uch things 
as were matters of pure Revelation : i.e. That could 


.not be known by 'em no otherwife than by Re- 


velation : as, All things Pa#, of which there 
was neither Tradition nor Record. Such things 
Preſent, as either they had never heaid of, or 
were without the reach of Marz's Knowledee : 
as the Thoughts, Deſires, Purpojes, Inclmations, and 
Sincerity of the Heart, which are often declared 
in Scripture. And likewiſe things ro Comz, the 
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5 TheSpirit of God hath a gen. Super-intendency. 
Fore-tclling whereof God challenges to himſelf 


as his peculiar Prerogative, Eſa. 46. 9, 10. and 41, 
22, 23. and 45. 21. 

And here come in, under this Head of 4/7- 
ſtance, all the Prophecies, Promiſes, Threatnings which 
lie ſcatter'd up and down throughout the whole 


Book of God. Theſe are granted by all ( ex-, 


cept abſolute Antiſcripuriſts ) to be of divine In- 
/>iration in the ſtrifteſt and moſt proper ſenſe, 
and the immediate Di&tates of the Holy 
Ghoſt. 

$. 29. 8. Beſides the particular Scope of each 
Book, and the Pen-men thereof, the Spirit of God had 
moreover a general and tranſcendent Super-intendency 
and Trſpetion reaching over the whole; wit. To 
make it a compleat, perfe& Canon and Rule 
both of Fai and Life 3 containing all the Cre- 
denda, £gera, Petenda, and Speranda, that fo the 
Aan of God might be perfe&, throughly furniſht to 
every good work, This was that which could 
never come within the Compaſs of any particu- 
lar Writer's aim, but was the Work of the Spi- 


rit in the whole : That every one thould wrice 


what, and /o much as the Spirit ſaw fit : Ev 

one ſhould cait in his Suu&aoy, his Morſel or 
Share ( as it's faid of the Apoſtles in the Creed, 
fo that all together it might be a perfe&t Revela- 
tion of the Will of God for the Uſe of the 
Church, the Body of Chriſt: That it ſhould 
contain all things neceſſary to Salvation, and 
whatſoever was profitable for Dofrine, for Reproof, 


for CorreFion, and for Inſtruftion in Righteouſneſs, 


2 I90-7- 16, 17. 

And thus much for the Sixth Propoſition, ſhow- 
ing the ſeveral Branches, or Ways whereby the 
Holy Ghoſt affiſted the Pen-men of Dy 5 

rom 
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Matter and Words of Script, of D. Inſpiration. 


from all which I may well conclude in the laſt 
Place , ; 

S. 30.. Prop. VII. The whole Scripture, beth in; 
reſpets of Matter and Words, is of divine Inſpira- 
tion. This ſeems to me to be a plain and natu- 
ral Conſequence of the foregoing Diſcourſe, 
That both Matter and Words were equally under 
the Dire&tion and Influence of the Holy Ghott : 
Both of *em had an equa] ſhare in his »ſpiration 
in the ways fore-mention'd. Such Words, as well 
as Matter, were brought -into tlieir Minds, as 
the Holy Ghoſt thought fit. This 1s denied by 
La Mothe, part 2. c.1. tho' he grants ſomething 
like it. C.F. $.3. p. 120. Where he faich, The 
Words and the Things depend upon one and the [ame 
ſort of Inſpiration : both the one and the other proceed 
from the ſame Spring, and are guidkd by the ſame 
Hand : They proceed equally from humane Faculties, 
and are equally direffed by the Spirit of God — 
S. 31. The Apoſtle ſeems to ſpeak expreſly to 
this point, concerning the Fords, 1 Cor. 2. 13. 
Which things alſo we ſpeak, not in the Words 2hich 
man's Wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghoſt 
teacheth, Now, if it were ſo with *em in their 
Speakizg, much more in their 7r:iring (it it be 
not all one, and he does not mean the fame 
thing : concerning which /ee above, Prop. 1. n. 1.) 
becauſe their H#r:i117g was of larger Extent than 
their Preaching , viz. for the Ule of the Church 
in all Apes. 
{ſeem to look this way, and to imply as much. 
As, (1.) Thoſe general Words, 2 Tim. 3. 16. ill 
Scripture xs gion by inſpiration of God , mult cer- 
cainly ſignify moze than a bare DireFion ( fuch 
as La Mothe aiſerts, p. 121, He: lets *e alone when 
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Many paſlages alſo in the Scripture 
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Mutter and Words of Script. of D. Inſpiration, 


he brings *em back again,) viz. an immediate I 
pulſe in thoſe ways that have been mention'd. 
So when the ſacred Pen-men thereof are faid to 
be geec{uwor, born ud, carried above and beyond 
themielves, to ſpeak his Words, and what be endited 
to'em., Owen of Commun, p. 284. (2.) It ap- 
pears alſo by thoſe words of David, 2 Sam.23.2, 
The Spirit of the Lord fpake by me, and his Word 
Was in my Tongue, He does not ſay, He ſpake 
by the Spirit, but the Spirit by him, The Spirit 
was the Principal Apent, he but the Inſtrument. 
Whereas, If the Spirit only directed him in what 
he wrote, then he was the Principal, and the 
Spirit onlv the Subordinate, Mr. Poe!'s Note 
upon theſe Words is this: © The following 
* Words, and conſequently the other Words 
* and Pſalms, compoſed and utter'd by me 
* upon the like folemn Occaſions, are not to 
* be lookt upon as my private Fancies, or hu- 
*© mane Inventions, but both the Matter and 
« Words of *em are ſuggeſted and govern'd by 
« God's Spirit , which 1s the great Teacher of 
* the Church. ( 3. ) The Places following 
feem alſo to ſpeak thus much. Lake 1. 70. He 
fpake by the mouth of his holy Prophets. Acts 4. 25. 
Who by the mouth of thy holy ſervant David haſt 
faid. Mark 12.36. David himſelf faid by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and more expreſly 4&s 1. 16.— Which the 
Holy Ghoſt by the mouth of David ſpake before : and 
28. 25. Well ſtake the Holy Ghoſt by Eſay the Pro- 
phet, Heb. 1. 1. God ſtake in the Prophets : and 
2.7. The Holy Gheft ſauh, To day if you will hear 
his woice, &c. What can be more expreſs than 
theſe places? A bare Guidance and Direfion Cer- 
tainly will nzver compzehend the full Extent 
and Senſe of theie Expreflions. Sure God and 
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the Holy Ghoſt cannot be faid to ſpeak i and 
by the Pen-men , except the very Words they 
ſpake and wrote were more than theit own. 
6. 32. And of this Judgment are many wor- 
thy Divines, and learned Men, whole Teftimo- 
nies I could produce: but I ſhall content my 
ſelf with two Eminent ones ; the one a Prote- 
ſtant, the other a Papiſt. The former is the 
Induſtrious, Judicious Pol, in his incomparable 
Annotations. Theſe words, He keeps all his bones, 8c. 
tho* here ſpoken of righteoms Men in gencral, of whom 
they are true in a Metaphorical ſenſe ; yet they bad 
a further meaning in 'em, being dictated by the Spi- 
rit of God, (which diftated to David not only the 
Matter, but wery Words and Expreſſions ) to franify 
a great Myſtery, That none of Chriſt's bones ſhould 
be broken. Pool on Pfal. 34. 29. The other 1s 
of Eftins, an Exccllent Commentator, Ree igitur 
&- weriſſime ex hoc loco ſtatuitur onmers Scripturam 
ſacram & canonitam Spiritu ſanffo diFfante eſſe con- 
{criptam ; ita nimirum ut non ſolum ſententia, [ed 
& werba ſingula, & werborum ordo; ac tota arſpoſitio 
fit 4 Deo, tanquam per ſemetipſum loquente aut [cri- 
bente, Eſt. in 2 Tim. 3. 16. From this place 
(z Tim. 3. 16.) zt # well and rightly gather'd, that 
al! the Holy, Canonical Scripture, was written by the 
dictate of the Holy Spirit 3 in{omuch that nat only the 
Sentences, but the very Words, and th: Order of the 
Words, and the whole diſpoſal is from God, as if it 
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> were ſpoken or written by Himſelf. 
- | $. 33. Now, from the foregoing Diſcourſe, 
2 we may gather what was the peculiar diſtin& 


Part and Share both of che Principal and [:tru- 
mental Cauſes of the Scripture ; ( which was, 
That that T deſign'd and aim'd ac art firſt ro find 
out and diſgover.) The Holy Ghoſt fickt ſer the 
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Pen-men of Scripture a work, and moved 'em to 
write : He ſet 'em their Tack, and appointed 
every one his Share . and that according to their 
ſeveral 4biluies : He furniſht 'em with Matter for 
their Work, by Enbghtning their Minds to under- 
ſtand all their Work ; Strengthning their Memories 
co recal what was neceſlary ; Direting 'em what 
Matters to make choice of ; Exciting and Calling 
forth into Act fo.much of what they knew be- 
fore, as was to be committed to Writing by em ; 
Srpge/tivg to 'ein, and Imprinting upon their Minds 
{uch things as they knew not, but were Matters 
of frure Rewelation ; Providing that the whole 
ſhould be a perfect Rule both of Faith and Liſe. 
In theſe ſeveral Particulars, I conceive, with Sub- 
mittion, the Inſpiration, and Aſſiſtance of the Holy 
Ghoſt to the Pen-men of Scripture did conſiſt, 
This was H:s Part, 

Then for the Pen-men themſeives, their own 
Reaſen and Fudgment did concur in all they 
wrote : David's Heart indited a good Matter, Pfal. 
45-1, Devid himſelf ſpake, Mark 12.36. It 
ſeemed good to Luke to write, Luke 1. 3. 'The Apo- 
ſtle ſpake generally in their own Perſons. Hence 
the Work done 1s very properly aſcribed to both : 
To the Holy Ghoſt as the Principal Author and 
Efficient ; to the Holy Men of God, as Inſtruments 
1imploy'd by Him, and in Subordination to Him, 
to be the immediate Authors of the Writings 
compoled by them. 

This is what I have to offer in this Point : 
wherein if there be any thing found which may 
be uſeful, and ſhall approve it ſelf to the godly 
judicious, let God have the Glory ; by whoſe 


. Afhiſtance alone this hath been begun, carried 
on, and brought to 


Mar. 16. 54. THE END. 
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